
HISTORY OF AUSTIN

For some time, we have been studying the history of this land to see the roots of the beautiful and the not so
beautiful city of Austin. I believe that what we do to heal the land and offenses, which have occurred, has a great
deal to do with the release of evangelism for the Harvest. Rev. Dr. Alistair Petrie writes in Releasing Heaven on
Earth: "The understanding in the Body of Christ of our position as stewards of the land and our employment as
stewards, prepares the way of the Lord for His visitation, habitation and transformation of our lives, our cities and
our nations."

From Genesis 2:15 when Adam was put in the garden to work, keep, guard, protect it; to Genesis 3:17 when the
land became cursed as thorns and thistles became part of Adam's and Eve's life; to Genesis 4 when the blood of Abel
cried out from the land and Cain is driven from the land to be a restless wanderer of the earth, we find 1700
Scriptures which talk about how land is affected by either negative or positive stewardship. We are told to build on
solid foundations so if there are shaky foundations here on our land, it behooves us to find them so we can become
repairers of the breach, restorers of streets to dwell in.

It's from that vantage point that we look at Austin today.

We discover ancient campsites along Onion Creek and Barton Springs, popular with nomadic Indians, particularly the
Apaches and the Tonkawas. Another name for the Tonkawa was the Tickawatics, which means "those that are most
human"... perhaps a root of Texas pride. Tonkawa's practiced a ritualistic form of cannibalism to celebrate victories
and often tattooed their bodies. We're told they were very sturdy folks who could walk at incredible speed for long
distances and endure hunger better than other human beings.

Beginning in 1683, Spaniards conducted missionary expeditions in Texas following the Camino Real, the King's Highway
which passed near modern Austin. The Tonkawa's helped destroy a mission on the San Saba because it had been
established for the Apaches, their mortal enemies. Another mission overlooked Barton Springs, in today's Zilker Park.
Ifs interesting that Barton Springs is considered a spiritual center for the New Age and is the place the Dalai Lama comi
to sprinkle petals ostensibly to bless the city. It is also the place where 3 philosophers - important men in the history o
the city - gathered and discussed the affairs of the day, building relationships which affected the city. (A statue at the
springs commemorates this friendship.)

Austinites have proved to be staunch protectors of the land, notably Barton Springs watershed and endangered
species, which sometimes has seemed to endanger the economic life of the city. At a public hearing about the
springs, one lady summed up the crowd's feelings when she declared, "Barton Springs is a sacred area."

By an amazing series of events, Moses Austin bought land in Central Texas from the Mexicans in 1820. He was the
only American to succeed in acquiring land and in doing so opened the door to colonization that changed the face of
North America forever. After making the acquisition in Mexico, he was abandoned by his companions and nearly
starved to death on his way home.

Moses had a vision of a city named Austin. It was to be
The crossroads for an Empire with great commerce and trade
A city of grandeur and magnificence to rival New Orleans with wide thoroughfares
The seat of government
With a University as its heart and backbone

Note Moses was building an "empire" not just a city or state. He believed it would influence the world — and it has!
When he died in 1821, his son Steven F. Austin dedicated himself to the dream. He too died before seeing the
establishment of the city. He left his legacy though as he handpicked the 300 original colonizers, honest, sturdy
men. Austin was a brilliant lawyer with a zeal for justice.

Let's look at the meaning of "Austin":
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No. 1 in Webster: Personal - of or pertaining to an individual, done in person,
Having the nature of a person or rational self-conscious being.
No. 2: One who is majestic - the dignity or power of a sovereign; grandeur, dignity, stateliness, nobility.
The historical meaning of the word - Anglo Latin - an abbreviation of Augustine, a name made common by the
Austin Friars or Black Capes established in the early 12 C in England. It also referred to a sect of Christians who
were followers of St. Augustine.

So Austin means both personal and sovereign. And we are blessed with a personal relationship with a God who is
sovereign! God has blessed us with an extraordinary name!

While the Declaration of Independence and Constitution spring from the principles of the Word of God, the state of
Texas has been humanistic from its conception, with the state worshiping a false God, specifically man. You can
search through the early official documents for some basic concept of government, but a sense of purpose and divine
accountability seem to be missing. The Declaration of Independence clearly states that governments are instituted
to help people preserve their God-given rights. The closest parallel to a statement of purpose in Texas history is in
the Declaration of Purposes in Opposing the Government of Mexico, written by the General Consultation in November
1835. It states, "the first law of nature is self-preservation, and government exists to implement that law."

T. R. Fehrenbach, a recent state historian, said this of Texas: "Historically, Texas had one flaw. The Texas system
threw up men who instinctively could make the correct political decision, but only rarely a moral decision. In Texas
politics, gaudy, as they seemed, there were ethics, but morality really had no place."

In 1834, Mary Austin Holley, Stephen F. Austin's sister, said of the territory of Texas: "Texas was settled by men who
became nominal Catholics, a condition set by Mexico. They knew that for them the best creed was a familiar one -
general enough surely to offend no one - "Be good and mind your work". ... All have been silent on the subject of
religion, and there is not to this day a church in the colonies."

In the 1820's and 30's, every marriage in Texas had to be performed by a priest. The agreement Austin made with
Mexico in 1821 was that every settler in Texas had to be baptized Catholic, but there were few qualified priests and
the ritual was seen only as a necessary ticket to land ownership. In 1828 the Bishop of New Orleans found only one
Catholic Church in all of Texas. While there was spiritual revival in the northeast of the nation, Protestant
missionaries were forbidden to enter Texas. So the story of Austin begins with a conflict between the Catholic Bishop
of Mexico not wanting to send priests into the instability that was Texas and the Mexican government wanting to
stabilize the situation by prohibiting non-Catholic churches from coming in.

Members of the Masonic Lodge did enter the territory and George K. Teulon, a member of the Grand Lodge of Texas,
proudly claimed that the Texas Republic was a Masonic country. Masons claimed the seven river valleys as their own
land, and while they were not numerous, they were influential. All four presidents and all five vice presidents of the
Republic were Masons. Masons laid the cornerstones to many civic and church buildings and continue that tradition
to this day ... note the Bob Bullock Texas State Museum. Bullock was a 33rd degree Mason. (A young Christian
friend was driving past the museum the day the cornerstone was laid and was able to add scripture to those things
sealed for the future.)

Stephen F. Austin was one of the Masons sent to Mexico to negotiate with the government to become a Mexican
state. He was imprisoned in the process but was released and then helped to establish the Republic of Texas.
Mexico abolished slavery in 1829, but Anglo colonists in Texas asked to be exempt from the decree so slavery
continued in Texas after it ended in Mexico.

One of the Texas constitutional provisions strengthened separation of church and state as it forbid any priest or
preacher of any religion to become President of the Republic or a member of the Texas Congress.

The Congress created a commission to select a permanent site for its capitol to be named Austin in honor of Stephen
F. Austin. President Lamar chose Waterloo and its beautiful physical location on the Colorado River in downtown



Austin. By the way, Austin is built on 7 hills, the tallest within the city limits being Shepherd Mountain, adjacent to
360 and 2222, a site for many prayer journeys. For the record, there are several volcanic craters in the Austin area,
one on St. Edward's campus.

1837 - Presbyterians meet in a hotel at 6th and Congress.

1839 - Austin formally established as a city.

In 1842, Sam Houston ordered the seat of government moved from Austin to Houston, and the Archives War started
when Austinites refused to turn over state records to Houston's men. (The event is memorialized by a sculpture on
Congress between 6* and 7th of the woman who shot a canon to warn the city of Houston's plan.)

The city languished when the government moved out, Population dropped to 200 and Austin experienced its first
land bust. City lots that sold for an average of $300 in the initial 1839 auction, sold for as little as $5. A prime lot on
the corner of Congress and 6th sold for $10. A traveler from England said the President's house was the abode of
bats, lizards and stray cattle. "Alas, poor Austin" he wrote.

1845 -Texas admitted as the 28th state, ending nine-year history as an independent nation.

1847 - Methodists dedicated first permanent church building.

In 1854, Mayor Rip Ford and a group of vigilantes forced most of Austin's Hispanic residents to leave the city. They
felt the presence of the Hispanics gave slaves "false notions of freedom." While the majority of Austinites supported
slavery, they were not secessionists and voted with Houston to hold the Union together. However, as soon as Texas
voted to secede by a 3-1 margin, most who voted against secession were ready to help the Confederacy.

From 1861 to 1865 the Civil War dominated life in Austin. The end of the war brought Union occupation troops to
the city and explosive growth of the African-American population, which increased by 57% during the 1860's.

The city's newly emancipated blacks established residential communities across the city ... Masontown, Wheatville,
Pleasant Hill and Clarksville, organized churches such as First Baptist-Colored, and started businesses and schools.
In 1870, blacks were 36% of the population.

1866 - The Driskill Hotel on 6* Street opened. It claims to be the place where political deals are made.
Underground tunnels linked the Hotel with the Capitol.

1870 - The Ku Klux Klan was established.

1872 - Austin officially chosen state capital in an election beating out Houston and Waco.

1875 - Capitol construction starts. Remember Texas pride ... it's several feet taller than the Washington Capitol.

Sitting atop it is the "Goddess of Liberty", taken from the emblem on the Texas flag when independence was gained
at the Battle of San Jacinto. (It's interesting to note that Santa Anna was not lynched following his defeat because he
gave a fellow Mason a secret sign.) The picture on the flag was based on a French painting "Liberty Leading the
People", which became an icon of the French overthrow of the Bourbon monarchy in 1830. To the Texans of 1836,
the Goddess of Liberty represented the transcendence of the secular, independent Spirit of their age. She is
clutching the Texas Lone Star in her left hand. The Texans became the most "liberty" minded people on earth.
Texans are fiercely independent and proud of the accomplishments they have made with works of their hands.
(When the Goddess was repaired some years ago, Christians were able to place scriptures inside the bronze.)

Several years ago during the planning for the Jesus Video Project, an effort to send a JESUS video to every home in
the state, the Lone Star began appearing on letterhead and artwork. I'll have to admit as the lone woman in the



group and a Northerner to boot, I didn't want to confront the issue, but God gave me grace to ask these believers
what the Lone Star meant to them. As those Texans listed pride, independence, self-sufficiency, Lone Ranger, and
so on, it was simple to ask if any of those attributes lined up with God's vision for individuals or the state. The Lone
Star disappeared.

1875 - the first city public transportation began with a mule-drawn streetcar system.

1876 - the Gold Dollar Newspaper was published, one of the first black owned newspapers in Texas.

By 1880, population had climbed to 3,546, including 1,019 slaves and 12 free blacks.

1881 -- Another portion of Austin's vision was fulfilled as the city won a statewide election as the site for the new
University of Texas.

Also in 1881, Tillotson Collegiate and Normal Institute, founded by the American Missionary Association to provide
educational opportunities for African-Americans, opened Its doors, and the Austin public school system was started.
Austin was billed as the "Oxford of the Southwest", home to UT, Tillotson and St. Edward's.

1884 - The first University of Texas permanent structure, Old Main, was completed - now the site of University
Tower, which has invited suicide attempts and the worse mass murder in the city. For years, it was a city ordinance
that no building could be taller than the tower. City-County Hospital, now known as Brackenridge, opened making it
the oldest public hospital in Texas. The City Council passed an ordinance to Legalize "Guy Town", the vice district
southeast of Congress and 4th, but the mayor vetoed it.

1890 - Hyde Park was founded. Saloons were forbidden there, and eventually it was promoted as an exclusively
white residential area. The subdivision turned into a pleasure resort with two lakes, a roller-skating rink, facilities for
tennis and croquet, a racetrack and grandstand. The "moonlight towers" were built to keep Austin "in perpetual
moonlight". Sculptress Elizabeth Ney and writer William Sydney Porter (0 Henry) graced the city, the latter spending
time in prison for embezzlement.

In 1891 Austin had a new city charter, and plans for a dam for power. The immediate effect of the dam was
recreational. As a power source, it fizzled and the dam collapsed in 1900. Floods have ravaged Austin several times.

1894 - First collegiate football game for UT and Texas A&M. Texas 38, A&M 0

6th Street has been the home of gambling, booze and prostitution since the founding of the city. In 1890 there was a
drug treatment center in Austin to treat opium, cocaine and morphine addictions. An ordinance was passed that
policemen had to be sober on the job. "Guytown" was established in an area around 4th St., East of Congress, where
vice was free to flourish, where homosexual clubs flourish today.

Gambling attracted enthusiasts from all walks of life. In 1887 there were 20 poker rooms busy entertaining the
current crop of legislators. William Porter called one announcement in the Statesman newspaper that gambling dens
would be closed the "usual bluff" and advised readers of his weekly Rolling Stone that "no one but the preachers and
the University faculty are obliged to swallow these yarns whole".

Austin's tolerance for gambling was laid bare when the town elected Ben Thompson, its most renowned gambler, as
City Marshal even though he had stirred up a hornet's nest by gunning down Mark Wilson, owner of the Capitol
Theatre. While Marshal, he was indicted for the murder of gambler Jack Harris in San Antonio, resigned, found not
guilty, and returned to Austin to a hero's welcome. Killed by Thompson's friends when he returned to San Antonio
in 1884, The Statesman wrote, "This killing will bring sorrow to many a breast, yet many will feel a sense of relief.
Ben Thompson is at last deprived of the power to terrorize Austin."



Remember Austin's vision and the connection to New Orleans? Austin still has that same party spirit, known for a
five-day Mardi Gras and gigantic celebrations for Halloween on 6th St., still Austin's party center with over 40 clubs
and bars. The city boasts more establishments serving alcohol per capita than any other American city.

And should it surprise us that plans have surfaced to build a complex to include a casino in Downtown Austin?

By 1900 segregation of blacks and whites characterized many aspects of city life and lines of separation hardened in
the early twentieth century.

In 1919, County Judge Dave Pickle, a county constable and several other Austinites, assaulted John Shilladay, the
white executive director of the NAACP, outside the Driskill Hotel. Austin's mayor provided police protection until
Shilladay boarded a train out of town. Judge Pickle, who claimed that Shilladay was advocating the doing away of all
Jim Crow laws, stated "they had given him a good thrashing on general principles." Governor Hobby publicly
exonerated Judge Pickle.

1921 - First Ku Klux Klan march of 500 down Congress Ave.

While residences of blacks had been widely scattered across the city in 1880, by 1930 they were heavily
concentrated on the east side of town, a process encouraged by the 1928 city plan which recommended that East
Austin be designated a Negro district. Municipal services like schools, sewers and parks were made available to
blacks in East Austin only. Waller Creek and then 1-35 have been dividing lines in the city.

1925 - "Kianhaven" built off S. Congress.

Austin's Hispanic residents, who in 1900 composed just 1.5 % of the population, rose to 11% by 1940. Most lived in
E. Austin, and though they encountered widespread discrimination, it was by no means practiced as rigidly as it was
for African-Americans.

1948 - Emma Long elected as first woman to the City Council.

1952 - Austin's first TV show - a Texas vs. Texas A&M game.
Huston and Tillotson Colleges merge, with the motto "In union, strength".

1956 - UT became the first major southern university to admit blacks as undergraduates.

1958 - Harry Akin opens his Nighthawk Restaurants to blacks, other restaurants follow.

1965 - U.S. News and World Report named Austin one of the most "pleasant" places to live in the US, singling out
the absence of "racial conflict".

Shut out of the town's political leadership since the 1880's, when two blacks served on the city Council, African-
Americans won a school board seat in 1968, a city council seat in 1973. Hispanics won their first school board seat in
1972, city council seat in 1975.

In the 1950's and before, the public sector was the main driver behind Austin's economy. Government jobs and
investments, including state, city, county and university spending, provided a solid economic base for the area.
Austin has maintained a steady economic performance even when other areas mirrored the highs and lows of the
national economy.

The University of Texas has long been basic to Austin's economic development. In 1957, the UT's Bureau of
Business Research recommended to the Austin Chamber of Commerce the recruitment of "lig.ht manufacturing". In
1963, IBM opened in Austin. Texas Instruments followed -- both making their "hot" products of that era - IBM's
Selectric typewriter and TI's handheld calculator. They were the first of a procession of national companies that
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opened branch-manufacturing facilities in Austin. Companies like Motorola and Advanced Micro Devices (AMD)
recognized Austin's asset: a highly educated workforce available at competitive wages, the university's strength in
science and engineering, and the then relatively low cost land and enviable quality of life.

1982 - Michael Dell began Dell Computer Corp. in his dorm room while a freshman at UT.

A pivotal event for Austin took place in 1983. In the wake of falling oil prices and decline of the Texas economy,
Microelectronics and Computer Technicality Corp. (MCC), the country's first private sector high technology
consortium, located in Austin. The key to Austin's win was a new partnership between government, business and the
University of Texas.

In 1988, Sematech, formed in reaction to Japanese domination of the semiconductor industry, chose Austin for its
headquarters. Austin was named the number one entrepreneurial city in the United States. More than a decade
after Austin's civic entrepreneurs sent the region on its path to success, Austin emerged as a high technology center
- a true "technopolis".

Remember - another of Stephen F. Austin's visions was to see the city as a centerpiece of worldwide commerce. He
envisioned steamboat traffic on the Colorado to the Gulf of Mexico and then a land connection to Santa Fe trade.
The Kate Ward, a 115 foot side-wheel steamer made it up the river in 1846, but after that river conditions proved too
difficult and the venture did not succeed.

However, Austin has become one of the world's leading technology centers. In 2004, Intel ranked Austin as the
fourth most un-wired (wireless) city in the nation.

A key to Austin and Texas history was Lyndon Johnson's election to the U.S. House and then the Presidency.
Johnson pushed the Great Society, and Austin was the site of the first public housing program. Johnson was
instrumental in seeing the dams built to form a chain of lakes, which brought more power and revelry to the area.
The Mansfield Dam, constructed in 1941, created Lake Travis. According to the dedication plaque, the purpose of
the dam was to provide man with protection, provision, prosperity, preservation and power. Mmmm - Sounds like
God's job description to me.

1970 - Austin blooms as a live music center. The Armadillo World Headquarters opens featuring, among others,
Willie Nelson, Michael Martin Murphy, and Jerry Jeff Walker. Walker was quoted, "I don't live in Texas. I live in
Austin."

1976 - Madeline Murray O'Hair filed from her Austin office for a Texas corporation forming American Atheists, Inc.
A lawsuit, which she filed, is credited with taking prayer out of schools. Madeline and her son Jon disappeared in
1995. Their bodies were recovered in 2001 and son William, now a Christian evangelist, had the bodies buried in an
unmarked grave in Austin. Her sons were born out of wedlock, fathered by different men. (A Christian took a job in
the building, which housed O'Hare and worked in Madeline's office. When she was told she would have to have her
horoscope prepared, we had a service there one Sunday and claimed it for the Lord. There never was another
mention of the horoscope.)

Austinites decried rapid change in the 80's and loss of that special Austin quality as development moved in and real
estate frenzy took over. Lady Bird Johnson and downtown merchants joined to restore downtown and beautify the
lake.

May 1981, 10" of rain in less than two hours killed 13 people. A prophetic word brings promise that where floods
occurred in that 1981 rain, there would be a great outpouring of the Holy Spirit.

March, 1987 - The first South by Southwest music festival and conference is held. Austin bills itself as the live music
capitol of the world.
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February, 1989 - Treaty Oak, believed to be over 500 years old, where legend has Stephen F. Austin signing a major
treaty with local Indians, was deliberately poisoned in a bizarre ritual. Millions were spent to save the tree. On the
fence surrounding the suffering oak, well wishers left flowers, plastic unicorns and cans of chicken soup.
Miraculously, Treaty Oak survived, diminished in size but not in healing symbolism.

All of Austin came together at the opening of the Lady Bird Johnson National Wildfiower Center in 1995. A quote
from Lady Bird: "Wherever I go in America, I like it when the land speaks its own language in its own regional
accent."

Austin's tolerant/apathetic/condoning attitude toward most things including sexual immorality plays out today as
Austin currently ranks second in the nation for prevalence of homosexual individuals and couples. It is often said
that the only thing the city is intolerant of is intolerance.

Church influence from the beginning was marginal at best. Today the estimate is that 15% of the city attends
church. A Solemn Assembly for the State of Texas took place on the Capitol steps in 1999. Perhaps 300 people
attended, most of who were from out of the city. Much of the city has been prayer walked.

It should be noted that officials called church leaders together at the time of the Martin Luther King and Rodney King
murders to rally together to deter violence in the city.

The March for Jesus U.S. originated in Austin at a meeting which took place at Waller Creek, that dividing line named
after the Mason who laid out the city.

The Jesus Video Project distributed videos to half the city's residents in 2001. The pastors in Zip Code 78723 came
together then and continue to work together in projects such as the Windsor Window. The entire zip code has been
prayer walked several times and crime has decreased substantially.

Another bright light is the work being done in the St. John's area, once the site of great revival meetings.
Community New Start, a cooperative effort of Christian ministry and business and governmental agencies is changing
the face of the area.

The fact that we are blessed with a police chief who is a Christian and not a gambler is a great plus. Chief Knee's
community policing program and outreaches have seen positive results.

We can see a shift in the Austin American-Statesman, which has been responsible for stirring up strife, now
occasionally focusing on positive and ethnic reconciliation stories. Recent defacing of the Martin Luther King statue
on UT campus and controversy about Confederate statues continue to stir up the racial issue, as does police action
and rapidly changing demography. Christian bands now occasionally are appearing on 6th St.

Many new ministries are springing up, including ABBA and three compassion centers. Needs are great, however, and
it seems that this city, which is so tolerant and determined to stay "weird", has a mercy streak that is only a veneer.
The city comes up short in services, particularly where women are concerned. For instance, there is no Christian
women's drug program, shelter is in short supply, and it recently took 25 days of showing up every morning for a
friend to enter the detox program at Austin Resource Center (ARC).

A new season is certainly underway as churches gathered together for Jesus Day and the Global Day of Prayer.
Katrina brought the Body together to serve as a city of refuge and mercy, which is believed to be Austin's redemptive
gift. Interesting that it was the city government that contacted ABBA as they recognized the need for the faith
community to help with this effort.

We can see the roots of pride, racism, humanism, religion and lawlessness. A deeper look allows us to see that
Austin has been defined by Freemasonry. Masons were responsible for the city's founding, its layout, and all its
major landmarks (including 6th Street, the Capitol, UT) have connections with Masons. If the heart of the city is the



marketplace (government, business, education), then the Masons shaped the heart of Austin. To understand Austin
is to understand the Masonic influence. Because it is part of Austin's roots, the effects are long lingering.

A University of Texas video montage prophetically proclaims, "What begins here changes the world". Austin is that
kind of influencer. Think of the new things birthed in the city - Deli's marketing strategy ... prayer removed from
schools ... March for Jesus. It's also a place where people take a shot at big dreams ... George Bush, Michael Dell,
and Janis Joplin. It is a city founded on ambition since its inception.

We've seen how Austin's vision for the city has been amazingly fulfilled, a powerful commercial city, a seat of
government, home of a major university. The question is when and how will God's destiny for the city be fulfilled?

The enemy always twists and perverts what God has in mind. We are believing that:
1. God will use the marketplace to change this city;
2. God desires to raise up servant leaders who will walk in great humility and will affect the nations;
3. God will use the gift of worship to touch the nations and to break the religious spirit.

There are several parallels between Austin and Zion: a beautiful situation, seven hills surround the city, the
government was brought in on carts with wild celebration. We are believing that God is ready to birth something
from Austin which will reach the nations as He reclaims central Texas for the Glory of God. The nations come to
Austin because of the University and its high tech expertise. The sounds of Austin could reverberate around the
world through these two avenues and the incredible gift of music, which God will use for worship.

The future of the city of Austin is in the hands of Austin believers. I thank God He has brought you to this place to
join together to see His Kingdom come, His Will done in Austin.

Barbara Bucklin
barbbucklintgisbcglobal.net
November, 2005


